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Happening Before the Weekend

Trunk or Treat

Saturday, October 17 | 5-6:30pm|Parkway UCC front parking lot

Join us for one of the most entertaining and fun-filled evening at PUCC:

Trunk or Treat! Invited friends, neighbors and family! We need kids, youth

& the young at heart to make the event a success. The goal is to have 15

car trunks and lots of candy. Volunteers needed: greeters, game hosts,

activity helpers, face painting, grilling/serving hot dogs, decorations for

outside & inside, photographers and much, much more. There is a place

for everyone who wants to help.

Sign up link: Trunk or Treat voluneer sign up link

Rain plan: move inside to Fellowship Hall and Gathering Space.

Questions? Karen Mariani ksmariani59@gmail.com Sign up to help here –

it takes a village! Thank you/

Worship with us this Sunday, October 18th

Join us this Sunday for worship at 10am in the sanctuary or

on YouTube Live

(https://www.youtube.com/@ParkwayUCCStL)

anytime.

Our scriptures are Matthew 22:15-22 (“Give to Caesar what

is Caesar’s”) and Acts 10:34-43 (God doesn’t show

partiality). Should we pay taxes to Caesar or not? How do

we feel about it? God invites us to be justice seeking. It’s

clear that God has ways we ought to live. What choices will

be we make?

 

Worship bulletin: https://parkwayucc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2026/10/10-18-26-FINAL.pdf

Our songs include: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise; In

Christ There is No East or West; Jesus Loves Me; Holy

Ground; The Lord’s Prayer; Come, Ye Peoples, Poor and

Needy; I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me; Lord, Dismiss

Us with Your Blessing

Prayer Partner Before and After Worship this Sunday

Prayer Partner Before and After Worship this Sunday

PUCCer Kari Borgmann is available this Sunday in the front

left corner of the sanctuary before and after worship to

pray confidentially with individuals. She is a mother, has

taken extensive classes at Eden Theological Seminary, and

has had years of training in counseling and brings that love

into pastoral care. She will call on the presence of God and

help create a safe spiritual space with you. Kari will listen

to you as you tell her a bit about your prayer request. She

will offer an affirmative prayer out loud, reminding you of

your inner strengths rather than ask God for a specific

outcome. She will pray that you are guided by God’s

infinite love, presence and support... and that any joy or

gratitude will be multiplied, and any fear or doubt will be

transformed into peace and confidence.

Prayer List Updates as of October 2nd

Prayer Update

October foci: Hispanic Heritage; Breast Cancer; Books;

Emotional Wellness; LGBTQ+ History; ADHD Awareness

Family/friends of Pat Owens - as they grieve and give thanks for

her.

Nancy & Jack Litzinger - as he settles into care center by The

Willows.

Evelyn Buretta - healing after fall and multiple broken bones in AZ.

Acacia Health Ctr at Sagewood; 4555 E Mayo Blvd; Phoenix AZ 85050

Trans inmates in MO prisons who are denied gender-affirming

care.

Erie, PA - grieving and caring for one another after multiple

homicides.

Ongoing chaos in the Middle East, Ukraine and Russia.

US military and families - Sera Watkins and Anthony Williams.

Note from Council

2026 Financial Update from Our Church Council

After eight months of solid support, giving was down in September, as is

often the case as summer winds down. With your help, we trust that

we will once again finish the year strong.

YEAR TO DATE

INCOME       $427,737

EXPENSES  $469,277

Questions? Please reach out to Barb Harris, Church Council President,

barbharris@charter.net; Sally Dodge, Vice President- Finance Oversight

s.dodge@hotmail.com; Linda Tossing, convener of our Stewardship

Commission ltossing@att.net; or Amy Yakel, Treasurer

da_yakel@att.net

Give Now

Notes from Aria

Choir season is upon us and regular practices are on Thursday nights

from 7 to 8:30pm. The choir sings on the second and the fourth Sunday

of every month. First Sunday Choir is for anyone who cannot make a

Thursday night commitment and just want to come and sing. On those

days, all music will be learned that morning. Third and fifth Sundays of

the month are reserved for various combinations determined as the

ministry organically grows. If you enjoy singing, no matter "formal

training", you are welcome! The bar is simply "I love to sing!". Perhaps you

play an instrument and want to contribute in that way? Your part can be

written according to your musical capacities! If you've ever smiled with joy

as you sang  'Happy Birthday' around a birthday cake, email me at

aria@parkwayucc.org!

PUCC Announcements

Isaiah 58 Thanksgiving Donations

Thanksgiving donations 2026: Parkway has chosen to donate to Isaiah 58

of 25 can openers and 350 Gravy Packets (Turkey, chicken, etc). We need

to collect them by November 8. Thanks for your support! Questions?

Contact Sally Dodge at s.dodge@hotmail.com

Thanksgiving Circle of Concern

Hello Parkway! The weather is changing and we are starting to think

about the fall holidays. Five area churches are collecting 10 different food

items as part of Circle of Concern’s Thanksgiving Program. This year,

however, instead of packing each of the items in individual boxes, we are

displaying all products in a special corner of our Pantry and allowing

clients to make their own choices. The need is great in west St. Louis

County, SNAP services are being cut, grocery prices are extremely high

and Circle is currently serving the highest number of families ever!

I am hoping for 100 of each of the items listed below, to be available to

clients the week of November 8th.  Therefore, all items will need to be

brought to church by Saturday, November 7th!   I will have plastic

crates, marked COC Thanksgiving, by the food bins in the Gathering

space.  Thank you for once again for helping our neighbors in this way. 

Items Requested:  Canned pumpkin, cranberry sauce, canned fruit

(pineapple, peaches, applesauce, mandarin oranges), chicken, turkey or

vegetable broth (32-ounce carton), boxed stuffing mix, jar of turkey or

chicken gravy, cornbread mix, box of instant potato flakes, canned green

beans, canned corn.

Questions? Lana Biondo lanabiondo66@gmail.com
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There our Hearts Will Be

2027 Pledge Campaign

The Stewardship Commission would like to announce the 2027 Pledge

Campaign!  On Sunday, October 25, 2026, we will have a Commitment

Festival directly after the Sunday Service in the Gathering Space. 

Please join us as we celebrate Parkway UCC and learn more about what is

means to be part of the excitement of being part of Parkway.

Align with PUCC!
New Member Sunday Sunday, October 25 | 10am | New Sanctuary

Our church family is constantly changing. People come and go. Babies are

born. Children grow up. People commit themselves to one another.

Loved ones and friends among us come to the end of their lives.

Individuals move into our community and church life. Others leave us,

moving away to new places, new experiences, new opportunities. It is

with joy and gratitude that we welcome new members into our worship,

work and witness at Parkway UCC - in person or virtually. Membership at

Parkway UCC could be the next step in your ongoing relationship with

God and with other people of faith - though membership is not expected

and certainly isn't necessary to be 17 involved in worship, baptism,

communion, weddings, funerals or other aspects of church life. As a

church member, you have the opportunity to more intentionally grow

personally, find a sense of belonging, form lifelong friendships,

experience the joy of Christ, discover your spiritual gifts, become more

intimate with God, develop your personal prayer style, expand your

boundaries, become more Christ-like and more. With our congregational

democratic polity, as a church member, you have a voice and vote within

our church to weigh in on topics such as the annual budget, church

vision, building decisions and more.

If this is something you might be interested in, please reach out to Kevin

in person, by phone or email kevin@parkwayucc.org; 314-872-9330.

October 2026 Alzheimer’s News:

The “Walk to End Alzheimer’s” event is Saturday October 31 at the

Chesterfield Amphitheater, 631 Veterans Place Drive. On site registration

opens at 8 AM. The Opening and Promise Garden Ceremony is at 10:00

A.M. Walk is to follow in Central Park around the lake. Everything is

outside. The Parkway team should meet at the Veteran’s Honor Park

(under the flags) at 9:30AM so PUCC can do this together.

Parkway team donations can be made On-Line or checks given to Joyce

Ruiz and she will send them in. Please make checks payable to:

Alzheimer’s Association.

Please register on-line at www.alz.org. Join our Parkway UCC team.

For more details on current and future Alzheimer’s research, visit

alz.org/Research. You can learn more by going to www.alz.org/help-

support/resources or the Alzheimer’s Helpline which is accessible 24/7

via 800-272-3900 and staffed by master’s level clinicians to assist with

crisis situations, decision making, and disease information. Tools and

support are also available in Spanish.

Want to learn more about the Alzheimer’s Association and what they do

here in St. Louis?  Visit www.alz.org and/or contact PUCC’s Faith Outreach

Ambassador with the Alzheimer’s Association, Joyce Ruiz at

joyceruiz7@gmail.com

StL Storytelling Festival: A Boy and a Diva with Archy Jamjun

Friday, November 13, 2026 | 7-8pm | Gathering Space at PUCC

PFLAG and the LGBTQ+ Faith Alliance partner to present an evening with

Archy Jamjun, curator of Outspoken LGBTQ stories at Sidetrack in

Chicago. Archy will share a funny and heartwarming look at his coming-

out story and the iconic divas who provided the soundtrack. The

performance is for adults and will be followed by Q&A and refreshments.

RSVP is appreciated but not required.

Questions? Ready to RSVP? Contact Debbie Reinhardt

deborahreinhardt@att.net

Recurring PUCC Events

Coffee and Conversation at

Panera

Tuesday, October 20 | 2pm |

Panera on Manchester Rd, Des

Peres

Join us for a beverage and sweet

treat. Come connect! No need to

RSVP - just show up!

Upcoming dates:

Wednesday, Nov 11 at 10am

Monday, December 7 at 2pm 

Wednesday, January 20 at 10am

Questions? Contact

kevin@parkwayucc.org; 314-872-

9330

Prayer Partner: an opportunity to

pray with someone

Saturday, Oct 10 from 7-9am in the

Sanctuary

Drop-in Prayer Time.

Kevin will be at church.

Come on by if you'd like to pray

together. Please text Kevin (314-

330-0629) when you arrive.

Upcoming dates in the

Sanctuary:

Monday, Dec 14 from 7-9pm

Friday, July 31 from 1-3pm 

Friday, Sept 25 from 6:30-8:30am

Tuesday, Nov 17 from 3-5pm

Wednesday, Jan 13 from 10am-

12pm  

We can arrange a phone call or

Zoom for another time if you'd like.

Just reach out

to kevin@parkwayucc.org

Join With Tuesday Afternoon

Dialogue for Atmosphere

1st & 3rd Tuesday | 1:45pm

fellowship | 2:00-3:00pm

discussion

Zoom Link (312) 626-6799;

Meeting ID: 898 7822 0593;

Passcode: 393204

Please join us on Tuesday, October

20, as Tuesday Afternoon Dialogue

(TAD) continues its discussion of

The Book Club for Troublesome

Women by Marie Bostwick. The

book follows four suburban

housewives in 1963 Northern

Virginia who form an impromptu

book club called "The Bettys" after

reading Betty Friedan's The

Feminine Mystique.  We'll discuss

chapters 12 - 25 then.

We'd love to have you join us on

Zoom on October 20! Feel free to

stop in at 1:45 for fellowship

before the book discussion starts.

For more info, reach out to Jackie

Eiffert jeiffert2@gmail.com

Tuesday Evening Dialogue

2nd and 4th Tuesdays | 6-8pm |

Heritage Room

Zoom Meeting ID: 849 4403 9731;

Passcode: 792617

Please join us on Tuesday Oct 27

for our second session discussing

 How to Read a Book  by Monica

Wood. This novel follows the

journey of three characters, Violet,

Frank and Harriet and their

converging paths. The author

explores the effects of

incarceration, the healing power of

books , finding a family and the

importance of forgiveness of self

and others.  We are covering this

book in three sessions and will be

discussing Chapter 13 "Harriet"  to

Chapter "Violet" on Oct 27 which is

up to page 191.

TED meets every 2nd and 4th

Tuesday in the Heritage Room. Pot

luck dinner starts at 6 pm and the

book discussion starts at 7pm. If

you can't join us in person you are

welcome to attend on Zoom which

starts at 6:45 pm.  Please join us at

6pm for Pot Luck Supper followed

by Book Discussion at 7pm.

ZOOM LINK:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8494

4039731?

For questions contact Helen Race

at raceh@att.net  or 314-401-

4382.

Speaker Series Occasional opportunities after worship at 11:15am

“I Hike, Therefore I Am; Chapter 3,” by Savannah Bluejski.

Sunday, October 25 | 11:15am | Heritage Room

Welcome back Savannah. Our youthful trekker returns to the Speakers

Series podium to recount her thrilling hiking adventures. Our faithful

subscribers will remember her last visit, when she spoke about her

adventures on the Appalachian Trail. The "Big Three" long-distance hiking

trails in the United States, often called the Triple Crown of Hiking, are

the Appalachian Trail, the Pacific Crest Trail, and the Continental Divide

Trail (CDT). Savannah's quest for adventure has now taken her on the

CDT, which is 3,100 miles long and runs from the Mexico border to

Canada through New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and Montana, follows

the Rocky Mountains, and is the longest of the big three.

All programs are held in the Heritage Room following worship from 11:15

AM to 12:15 PM.  Grab a cup of coffee and a pastry and join us.

Questions or comments, please see Richard Scherrer

All programs are held in the Heritage Room, following worship and

ending around 12:15pm. Grab a cup of coffee and a pastry and join us.

Questions or suggestions for a program? Richard Scherrer at

90fivetpr@gmail.com

Go AWOL This Fall--Adventurous Women Out Late

Come build connections with women this fall with some fun upcoming

events!

Friday 10/23: Movie Night in the Heritage Room

Friday 11/13: Dinner out

Sunday 12/13: Allegro—More details to come in early November.

 More details to come. Contact Carmen Bumgarner for more info

cfbum@charter.net
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Other PUCC News

PUCC Administration and Facilities Director

Parkway UCC is delighted to announce that we have hired Jennifer

Wassenaar to serve as our new Administration and Facilities Director.

Jennifer will be taking charge of office tasks and building rentals and

tenants, providing help that we know will be both welcome and timely!

Previously these functions have been carried out with substantial

supervision. We trust that Jennifer, once she has gotten acclimated, will

be able to operate more independently and help us manage our business

more efficiently.

Most recently, Jennifer comes to us from Edward Jones, where she served

as a Branch Office Administrator. Her background also includes serving

as a school band director,  a private music instructor, a school district

administrative assistant, and manager of a music center. In applying for

this position at Parkway, Jennifer stated,  “I am drawn to this opportunity

because it is my desire to use my skills to support people, strengthen

ministry, and help create a welcoming environment for the church.” 

We are eager to meet Jennifer when she begins work at PUCC on

November 2. Stop by the office and say hello.

VOTING INFORMATION:
Early Voting begins this week!

Be prepared for all issues on your ballot and make your plan to vote

early-click your link below:

St Louis County

St Charles County

St Louis City

Need a ride to vote? Contact Cindy Nouri cynthianouri@gmail.com to

schedule a ride.

Ask us about our Signs

You will notice signs in front of PUCC encouraging people to "Vote No on

3."  This decision was unanimously approved by our Church Council.

The United Church of Christ has a long history of supporting reproductive

freedom and access to healthcare, including abortion.  It comes down to

the belief that people should be trusted to make deeply personal

healthcare decisions with their doctors, their families, and according to

their own faith and conscience.

Amendment 3 goes beyond abortion. A “yes” vote would repeal the

reproductive healthcare protections Missouri voters approved in 2024. It

would also impact gender-related care for minors.

As an Open and Affirming congregation, we believe that caring about

dignity, personal autonomy, and access to appropriate healthcare

includes our transgender neighbors and young people, too.

Putting signs in front of our church is one way we can make our values

visible in our community. It isn't about telling everyone what they must

believe. It's about being honest about what we believe and what we feel

called to stand for.

And separation of church and state doesn't mean churches have to

remain silent about public policy. It means the government doesn't

impose the beliefs of one religion on everyone else. In fact, an

interfaith partner approached us with the request to put up the sign. As

people of faith, we can speak about the values that guide us and

advocate for the policies we believe reflect those values while respecting

that others may come to different conclusions. This is part of what it

means for us to live out our faith through Limitless Love, Courageous

Action, and Spirited Inquiry.

Please contact Barb Harris, Council President (barbharris@charter.net)

or Kevin Cameron, Pastor (kevin@parkwayucc.org) if you have

questions or comments.

FREE SIGNS -- signs, signs, everywhere there's signs

The folks from PROMO Missouri and Stop the Ban have provided free

yard signs to the congregation. These are located in the Sign Library in

the Gathering Space and will be available through Nov. 3 (or until supply

runs out).

Thank you,

Deborah Reinhardt

Pronouns: She/Her

Organizer, LGBTQ+ Faith Alliance

Planting Seeds Initiative

Hopefully, you have had a chance

to review the materials for this

inititive on contributing to

Parkway's future. Materials about

all of this are in the Gathering

Space.

Questions: See Mark Sableman,

Kris Impastato, or Sally Dodge or

click on their name to email them.

Habitat for Humanity We Need

Your Help

Habitat St. Louis has committed to

the construction of 40 adjacent to

the tornado affected area of St.

Louis. We need finances to do

these jobs and people to come and

build them. We need managers to

lead. Experience is not necessary.

Habitat will find a job for you and

train you to do it if needed. Be part

of Parkway's long and productive

history with Habitat for Humanity

St. Louis. For more info on how

you can help, contact Tom

McKenzie mckenzie1947@att.net

or go to

https://www.habitatstl.org/

Job posting Christian Education and Youth Director

A great opportunity for a part-time (up to) 20 hours/week Christian

Education and Youth Director. We are a faithful people with a warm heart

and generous spirit. We are an intentionally inclusive congregation in a

great facility in a prime location. We have a skilled and compassionate

network of volunteers who need coordination, guidance, inspiration and

support. We are eager to partner with someone who has experience with

both children and teens. We want to become even more vital and

relevant to our families. Please send a cover letter and resume to

employment@parkwayucc.org

WISE Team: A United Church of Christ Ministry

Our church is on the road to becoming a WISE congregation as set forth

by our UCC (WISE = Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, Engaged) Our team

has formed and was commissioned in worship. Stay tuned for more from

the WISE Team! Questions? Contact  jogrove08@gmail.com  or 

kevin@parkwayucc.orgThanks!

These are difficult times in our state and country for LGBTQIA2S+ —

especially for transgender — citizens. Maybe you’ve said to yourself, “I

wish there was something I could do to help.” Well, there is something.

Well now you can! Check out how our church is involved in supporting

LGBTQIA2S+ people. For more information, contact Deb Reinhardt

deborahreinhardt@att.net
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Community Happenings

Turkish Food & Culture Festival - TASOM

Saturday October 17 | 10am - 6pm

9201 Watson Road, Crestwood MO

Experience Turkish Culture in St. Louis!

Join the Turkish American Society of Missouri (TASOM) for a day filled

with authentic Turkish food, traditional sweets, live performances, kids’

activities, and rich Turkish culture!

FREE ADMISSION — Food available for purchase

GUYS AGAINST THE ABORTION BAN

TUESDAY OCTOBER 20th | 5:30 - 7:00PM

RSVP at tinyurl.com/accessmo-oct20

Location will be shared the week of the event to those who RSVP

If you're a guy (or anyone!) against aborthion bans we need your help!

RSVP to attend this event!

Offer to be a host for the event

Learn more about NO on 3.

Make phone calls.

Pick up yard signs.

Opportunity to phone bank for stop the ban during the event.

Find out how else you can help. by RSVP'ing and/or using the QR

code above (hold your phone camera up to the QR code and a

yellow link will appear on your screen)

Questions? kevin@parkwayucc.org

Interfaith Partnership STL Annual Dinner

Thursday, October 22 | 6-8:30pm | St Nicholas Family Life Center, S Forty

Dr

Since 1992, thousands of people have gathered at our Annual Dinner and

Celebration to magnify our region’s vibrant interfaith community, renew

commitments to one another, and invest in the bridge-building efforts of

IPSTL. Each year IP honors one or two members of the interfaith

community for their steadfast commitment to deepening relationships

across lines of difference. As awardees, these individuals are recognized

for bravely bringing people together, for actively building an interfaith

community that is responsive and resilient, for working towards collective

transformation, and for being a friend to many. This year’s theme: Woven

Together ~ Threads of Compassion and Hope. All proceeds support the

activities and service projects of Interfaith Partnership of Greater St.

Louis who has earned the Platinum Seal of Transparency. For more

information or to register today, please visit IP’s website:

https://interfaithstl.org/annual-celebration/

[FYI: Our Kevin Cameron serves on the IP Board in his elected seat and on

the IP Cabinet of religious leaders - representing Phil Hodson, our

Missouri MidSouth’s Intentional Interim Conference Minister.]

DRAG Bingo for ONA Mission and Ministry

Saturday, October 24, 2026 | 6pm | Wydown United Church

This event raises funds for the Open and Affirming Coalition of the United

Church of Christ and Alliance Q of the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ).  Open and Affirming Churches are invited to prepared gift baskets

to donate to the Silent Auction - proceeds from the baskets will go to

scholarship those attending the National Gathering of both organizations.

Register here: https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/drang-queen-

bingo--2026. Cost: $25.00 per person.

Please register each person individually with a distinct email address, as

bingo cards will be emailed in advance. You may print your cards or bring

them on your electronic device. Doors open at 6pm and program begins

at 6:30pm.

(Wydown United was formerly, First Congregational Church UCC and is

located at 6501 Wydown Blvd in Clayton 63105)

DEWEY"S PIZZA GIVE BACK NIGHT TO BENEFIT CROP

AT PIZZA RAISE DOUGH!

Keep donations going to CROP and eat Dewey's Pizza

10/27 4-9pm

Dewey's Pizza 736 N Ballas Road Creve Coeur MO 63141  314 779 3010

Dewey's Pizza Creve Coeur offers dine in space and also accepts online or

call in carry out orders.  Mention Giveback Night when dining in or

placing a call in carry out order.  20 percent of the sales will be donated

to  CROP/CHURCH WORLD SERVICE to address hunger and poverty,

globally and locally. All orders must mention GBN, Give Back Night

Unleashing Potential: Art & Soul XVI Costumes & Cocktails

Friday October 30, 2026 | 6-PM-10PM

Third Degree Glass Factory

You are invited to this year’s Fall-fundraiser event: Art & Soul XVI. This

year’s theme is Costumes or Cocktails. Attendees will have an opportunity

to observe, and purchase Art created by the very children you’ve helped

support! This year you will also be able to mingle with some of the

children and families we work with!

We would be so thrilled for you to join us! Individual tickets are $200, and

tables are $1,500. You can visit our website at Upstl.org/events to

purchase tickets and view our sponsorship information! Whether you

choose to come in your festive costume, or your best cocktail attire, we

know you’ll dress to impress! 

Tanyell "Shaye " Jackson

Unleashing Potential

Main Office: (314) 383-1733 Ext. 341

A Taste of Turkey - Cooking Class

Sunday, November 1 | 1-4pm | TASOM - 9201 Watson Rd, Crestwood

63126

Cooking Classes are back! Cooking classes were temporarily paused while

they completed their move into their new TASOM building. Now that the

move is complete, they’re excited to restart classes and welcome

interfaith friends into their beautiful new space! Come experience their

new home, where food, culture, and community come together. Menu:

Beyti Kebab, Salata and Baklava! Spaces are limited, so reserve your spot

today and be part of this for $25

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/authentic-turkish-cooking-class-a-

culturalexperience-tickets-2002852452601?aff=oddtdtcreator

Questions? Reach out to kevin@parkwayucc.org

Election Night Communion

Tuesday November 3rd 7PM | Webster United Methodist

On election night, Tuesday, November 3, at 7:00 p.m., all are welcome

and encouraged to gather at Webster United Methodist to worship, and

to celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion together. This service is a

collaboration of Maplewood, Unity, Webster, Lafayette Park, and Grace

United Methodist Churches, and it is open to all.

The Church is called to be a community of resistance and refuge, and the

unity of the sacrament is stronger than the toxic animosity of an election.

So go to the polls, then come to the table.Questions? Contact: Debbie

Reinhardt deborahreinhardt@att.net

Pen Pals Needed to Write LGBTQ Inmates in Missouri

The LGBTQ+ Faith Alliance is starting an initiative to write LGBTQ+

inmates in Missouri state prisons. The interfaith coalition, in response to

news of trans inmates no longer having access to hormone replacements

(HRT), this summer partnered with Black & Pink- description - an

organization that advocates on behalf of incarcerated queer, trans, and

HIV-positive individuals-and PROMO Missouri to write messages of

encouragement. Dozens of inmates have asked for a pen pal. Learn more

about becoming a pen pal to an LGBTQ+ inmate by reaching out to our

own Deb Reinhardt deborahreinhardt@att.net

October 2026 Eco Stewards News:

Recently a few of us took a field trip to Stacy Park in Creve Coeur.  It’s a

lovely park located off Old Bonhomme Road and Olive.  Lynn Sablemann

led us along a wooded path to view native wildflowers, a pond with a

nice, shady meditation area with benches, and a prairie that is probably

very colorful in the spring and summer.  Some of the native wild flowers,

trees and shrubs that we spotted were:   Common Elderberry, sweet

coneflower, Hoary Skullcap, Prairie Dock, Swamp Rose Mallow, Common

Milkweed, and Smooth Sumac.  We are trying to get ideas of what would

grow well and look nice in the “Jennifer Lane ravine area” to the north of

our parking lot and present wildflower garden.  Once the trees are

removed or trimmed in that area (which will be later this month) we will

start planning a shady wildflower area there. 

Would you like to help with this endeavor?  This fall, if you have seeds

from natives in your own garden and would like us to use them for future

plantings, please put them in a container and label them and give them

to one of the Eco Steward committee members: Polly Rutherford, Lynn

Sableman, Michelle Singer, Kris McKenzie, Cindy Nouri, Linda Tossing or

Sara Doll.  When spring arrives and your plants start popping up, if you’d

like to thin them out and share your native wildflower plants with us,

once again, label them in their pots and bring them to us at church and

we’ll try to use them in our plan to add more color and beautify the

church grounds. 

Click here to join PUCC's Eco Stewards Pollinator Garden Group

Coming up in the next few weeks you have a couple of opportunities to

take part in community Recycling Events including E-cycling, shredding,

latex paint drop off, and some freebies that I will list here as well.  Please

use these links for info for the City of Chesterfield’s Recycle Day on

October 24th from 9 -11:00 at Central Park and the City of Manchester,

November 21 (3rd Saturday of every odd month), from 8-11 at Schroeder

Park.

Recycle Day | Chesterfield, MO - Official Website

Electronics/Metal Recycling | Manchester, MO

In addition, Chesterfield Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee

(CCEAC) will distribute the following on Saturday, October 24: 

* Free native trees will be available courtesy of MO Department of

Conservation.             

* Native wildflower plants for butterflies and pollinators courtesy of Jost

Greenhouse.                                                                                                            

* Native wildflower seeds giveaway courtesy of CCEAC.                                 

* Composting will be given away in 3-yard waste bags or containers of

compost per family on a first-come, first-serve basis. Please provide bags

or a container for hauling. 

* Informational material on recycling.

PUCC Marketplace

PUCC Shirts Available for Sale!

Show your church spirit and

spread a little love wherever you

go! Our new church t-shirts are

comfortable, soft, and perfect for

everything from Sunday worship to

community events. They feature

our church name/logo so you can

wear your faith out loud. Shirts are

just $15 each in a variety of

sizes. Purchase your PUCC shirt

today here!

For any questions, contact

contact@parkwayucc.org

New Book! Advocacy Made Easy

PUCCer Cynthia Changyit Levin’s

new book, Advocacy Made Easy:

How to Turn Civic Frustration into

Powerful Action, is now available!

This concise, 70-page guide offers

step-by-step instructions to help

both new and seasoned advocates

effectively engage with elected

officials at every level of

government. It includes updated

guidance on writing op-eds,

navigating AI in advocacy, and

crafting persuasive messages using

the “EPIC” format. Autographed

copies with personal inscriptions

are available for $15 through her

website here. For more

information or to join her launch

team, email

cynthia@changyit.com

Christian Education Updates

CEnews Link

You can find the Oct 1 Christian Education newsletter here! If you'd like

to be included in the CEnews mailing list, please email

contact@parkwayucc.org

Taking the Story Home

Want to take the story home to go deeper with the lesson or your family

missed last Sunday? Click here! We'll also have ample photos from events

that the children & youth do through the year.

Join the Sunday School Ministry Team

We're looking for two volunteers to help teach Sunday School! If you

enjoy working with kids and youth, this is a great way to serve—low

commitment, just one or two Sundays a month.

Interested? Please talk with a Sunday school teacher or email

contact@parkwayucc.org
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Ponder

Since the gospel lesson is about paying taxes to 

Caesar, here is a classic UCC Daily Devotion from 

several years ago:

A Prayer for Tax Day by Talitha Arnold 

I lift my eyes to the hills. From whence does my 

help come? ~Psalm 12:1

Getting outdoors to lift my eyes and my feet to 

hike the mountains and canyons of the Southwest 

has always restored my soul. From childhood on, 

national parks have been as sacred to me as any 

church sanctuary.

Today’s psalm reminded me of that truth. The 

timing is good since today is also when, perhaps 

like you, I’ll sign my 1040 and put my IRS check 

in the mail. I don’t necessarily like paying taxes, 

but I also know those national parks were open to 

me because other people had paid theirs.

The fact is, lots of good things have happened in 

my life because people I never knew filed their 

1040’s. 

So here’s my personal prayer of thanks this April 

15:

Thank you, God, for everyone who paid their taxes 

in years gone by. Because of them, my childhood 

was blessed with:

• mountains to climb and parks to explore;• an 

education offered by public schools and libraries;• 

safe drinking water and clean air to breathe;• a 

home even after my father died, because my 

mother could get a low-interest FHA mortgage; • 

Medicare for my grandmother when she got sick;• 

free vaccinations against polio and other 

diseases;• the county extension service and its 4-

H programs for youth;• and most importantly, the 

assurance that my country cared for me and my 

family.

That’s my prayer today. I bet you could offer a 

similar one. As the Psalmist affirms, our help 

comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth. 

But throughout my life, as probably through 

yours, help has also come through a host of 

government programs. I need to remember that 

as I mail my 1040 today.

Prayer: Thank you, God, for those who have 

blessed our lives through their taxes in the past 

and for the chance to bless the lives of others with 

ours. Amen.

Video Jokes

As we move closer to Election Day

and Amendment 3 that the

authors are in full deceit mode

about trans people, check out this

insightful and inspiring video:

https://youtu.be/G6IIZVTrW_A

Why did the robot couple insist on

being married in the fall? They

wanted to be fully autumn-mated.

I’ve decided to quit my job as a

personal trainer because the

weight is too much. I just handed

in my too weak notice.

Why is the cheetah so bad at

playing hide and seek?

Because no matter where it goes,

it's always spotted.

Questions of the Week

How do you benefit from government services every day?

How do you feel about paying local, state and federal taxes?
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 Taking Care of Business

Please use the form at

https://app.onechurchsoftware.com/pucc/forms/13 for all

announcements for our media. Best practice can be to type your details

in a Word document and then copy those details into the form. Bulletin

and eNews deadline: noon Monday. You should receive a confirmation

email when you have successfully submitted your request.

Livestream Worship services at  PUCC YouTube Channel HERE

There is also a subscribe button under the main heading and brief

description of our church. Thank you! Questions? Please contact

barbharris@charter.net or cynthianouri@gmail.com

PUCC Scam Alert

Important Notice: We understand that a fresh batch of scam/phish

messages are being sent to PUCCers. Ugh! No staff member of

Parkway United Church of Christ will ever reach out via email, text or

social media to ask for financial help. If you receive a request

appearing to be from PUCC staff requesting financial help or other

personal information – or any suspicious message – please don’t click

on any links or engage with the sender. You may want to report this to

your email service provider or the appropriate social media service.

Block texts from scammers/phishers. Also, keep your antivirus/anti-

malware software up to date for protection. Questions? Concerns?

Need clarification? Reach out to our staff via contact@parkwayucc.org

or 314-872-9330.

PUCC GOOGLE REVIEW

Love our church? Want people to know how great it is and how welcome

they would be here? Help spread the word by writing a Google review. 

Here's how to submit your review:

1. Make sure you are logged in to your Google account. You can do this

on the upper right-hand side of the page.

2. Do a Google search for Parkway United Church of Christ. Among the

search results should be a separate listing for PUCC on the right side of

the page. Look down this section to find and click on the “Write a Review”

button.

3. You will be prompted to rate PUCC and write a review. You can add

photos of PUCC if you'd like though this is optional. When finished, simply

click the “post” or “submit” button.

DOWNLOAD OUR PUCC APP TODAY!

For Android, click here!

For Apple, click here!

Parkway UCC's App is a robust tool that helps us connect and

communicate easily. One Church is a gamechanger that will help us to be

more vital. Click here to see the instructions for downloading the app.

Our online member directory is a feature many of you have been waiting

for! We take your privacy seriously. The directory is accessible only to

PUCC members and staff who use their password to login.

We have also begun using our new front door keypad installed on the

brick wall to the right of the doors by our Safety Team. Please select your

own unique 4-digit code and send it to contact@parkwayucc.org so we

can load it into the keypad and troubleshoot as needed.

We are happy to help you with anything and everything One Church –

including taking your profile photo on Sunday mornings!

-----

One Church Support

Join us with your phone, tablet or laptop as our One Church Team offers

support, shortcuts and strategies to make your experience with our

software and app more fruitful and enjoyable. People with all levels of

experience with One Church are welcome to stop by the large bulletin

board in the Gathering Space before or after worship this Sunday. Cindy

will be there!

Questions? Please reach out to:

Cindy Nouri cynthianouri@gmail.com

Barb Harris barbharris@charter.net

Parkway United Church of Christ

(314) 872 9330 contact@parkwayucc.org

2841 N Ballas Road,

St. Louis, MO 63131

We appreciate your submissions of jokes, quotes, photos, videos, weekly

opportunities, scriptures that are important to you, hymn/song

suggestions, poetry, etc. We would love to hear from you:

contact@parkwayucc.org

PUCC eNews is published weekly in order to broadcast Parkway UCC

events and happenings - and items of interest to the Parkway UCC

community of faith. Please submit all communications requests, by noon

Monday.

Staff Configuration and Hours:

Aria is our Music Director, and can be reached via

aria@parkwayucc.org

Katie and Lakita are our Nursery Childcare Providers, giving loving care to

all of God's young on Sundays from 8:50am-12:20pm.

contact@parkwayucc.org

Dawn, our Bookkeeper, is in the office a few days each month and is

available via email and phone from her home in Florida.

dawn@parkwayucc.org

Kevin is around each day but Thursday. He is available for emergencies

24/7/365 at 314-330-0629; kevin@parkwayucc.org
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